
Landowner Resources 
Conserving Wood Turtle habitat can benefit 
landowners too. Management practices 
that help Wood Turtles may also improve 
agricultural sustainability, and often include 
financial incentives. Below are just two 
examples of how restoring Wood Turtle 
habitat can go hand-in-hand with working 
landscapes. Contact The Orianne Society 
to learn about conservation options that 
might be a good match for your property. 

~ THEQrianne 
~ Society 

. Conserving Habitat. 

Help Conserve Wood Turtles 
We need your help to conserve this 
charismatic species and the landscapes it 
depends on. Learn more about this initiative 
and others at www.OrianneSociety.org. Find 
out how you can help - make a donation, 
become a member, pass this information on 
to your friends - together, we can do more 
for conservation in the Great Northern 
Forests. 

The Orlanne Society 
PO Box 111 
Woodbury, VT, 05681 
(802) 363-2494 

info@oriannesociety.org 
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The Orianne Society works to conserve critical ecosystems for imperiled reptiles and 
amphibians using science, applied conservation and education. 

Science Fueled, Boots on-the-ground Conservation. 

Agricultural Practices 
The following examples of management 
practices improve Wood Turtle habitat in 
working landscapes. Many farmers can qualify 
for financial incentives and technical 
assistance to incorporate some of these 
practices into their operations. 

1. Establish unmanaged buffers around 
streams. Buffers can be as small as 35-feet wide, 
but may be over 300-feet wide where possible, 
providing Wood Turtles safe places to forage. 

2. Manage fields during the turtle inactive 
period (November-March). If warm season 
management is necessary, maintain 
unmanaged buffers >35-feet around streams. 

3. Use crops that can be harvested in October 
or that do not require heavy equipment to 
harvest near streams. 

4. Use livestock to keep land open as an 
alternative to mowing within 300 feet of streams 
(but keep livestock at least 35 feet from the 
streams themselves). 

5. Use sickle bar mowers and raise blade 
height >6 inches when possible. 

6. Plant shrubs along stream banks to stabilize 
soils and provide turtles with places to hide. 

SEEN A WOOD TURTLE? 

Your sightings are important to our efforts. Report a sighting by 
sending us an email or reaching out by phone. 
(802) 363-2494 lnfoOorlannesoclety.org 


